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Community Connections = Wealth

Community volunteers pour cement
for stepping stones designed by youth

at Camp Finland 2017

By Honor Schauland, Director, Friends of the Finland Community - excerpted from “6 Things I Learned about
Community Economic Development During My Bush Fellowship.”
Read the whole essay at www.friendsoffinland. org/ final-bush-fellowship

“(T)he biggest thing that keeps coming back to me is this: This place is unique.
We are lucky. Despite the many challenges that exist in this area, the people that
live here actually have and participate in community nearly every day. We know
what it is. Community pervades our lives here in Finland, MN so much that we
actually don't realize how much of it we have until we go somewhere where it is
absent. There are those of us here who don't even realize that there are places
where no one is connected. There are places in the U.S. where people's lives are
incredibly empty; devoid of friendly neighbors, no nearby family, no complicated

webs of relationships, nothing to do but spend more money and isolate yourself.

Our lives here on the North Shore aren't usually like that. We know our neighbors (many of them, anyway). We know
each others family histories, and if we dare forget, watch out! We work with the aunt of the guy who shot up the
scoreboard of the ball field, who is also the aunt of the guy who mows the grass that called the cops on the guys
shooting up the scoreboard because he thought they were shooting at him. We might have gone to school with all of
those guys. We certainly know some of their friends and relations. We've probably had a drink or two with them
down at the bar. Even folks who are recent transplants to the area quickly start to learn who is who. This person will
plow your driveway. These people will teach you how to make maple syrup. Someone will weld your bicycle back to-
gether if you bring him some pickles. When someone gets sick or has a baby, people show up with hotdish and help
with firewood. When someone falls on hard times, we have benefit dinners where people are incredibly generous.

This is our real wealth: not the money - the connections in this community. This, I feel, is the biggest and best
lesson I have gleaned from these 4 years of work and study. My community amuses and frustrates me, astonishes and
annoys, and sometimes twists my heart, but it feeds my spirit every day.

Getting Unstuck: Community Conversation

2017
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a lot of programs agree that we like Finland and the area,

Citizens of various ages discuss their vision
for Finland at the 2016 Community Conver-
sation.

and that we have that in common?

On January 7th, 2017, from 5:30 - 7:30

pm, please join us for another community
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conversation about where we’ve been, what is working, and where we are going. Din-
ner will be provided. We’d love to see you there.

Everything helps!
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Winter/Spring Community Calendar - at the

Clair Nelson Center

December Need a safe place to walk
NO POTLUCK IN DECEMBER this winter? The Clair Nel-
30th - Woolsock! Square dance at 7pm - $10

son Center is often availa-
31st - Woolsock! Square dance at 7pm - $10

ble and there is no chargel!

January

1st - Woolsock! Wrap up Come in and walk during
1st - Permaculture Movie 3:30-6pm office hours on Tuesdays
3rd - Scrapbook Escape Class - 10am-4pm and Fridays from 10am -
4th - AEOA Mobile Office - 1-2pm 4pm, or we can give you a
6th - Medicare Resource Table 10am-2pm door code to come in if

7th - Community Conversation 5:30-7:30pm
8th - Permaculture Movie 3:30-6pm
9th - ServSafe Food Safety Class 8:30am-5pm

other times work better for

you!

9th - Encaustic Wax Art Community Ed Class - 6-8pm

10th - FMHS Annual Meeting

15th - Permaculture Movie 2:30-6pm

17th - Cardmaking Escape Class - 10am-4pm

17th - Crystal Bay Township Regular Meeting - 7pm

18th - AEOA Mobile Office - 1-2pm

22nd - Permaculture Movie 3:30-6pm

22nd - Community Potluck - 5pm social hour, 6pm dinner, games afterwards
23rd - Learn to Make Lefse Community Ed Class - 6-8pm
28th - Permaculture Movie 3:30-6pm

29th - Beargrease - 4pm - Midnight

31st - Beargrease - Return Leg - Afternoon

February

1st - AEOA Mobile Office - 1-2pm

5th - Bingo 2-4pm

7th - Scrapbook Escape Community Ed Class - 10am-4pm
13th - Polymer Clay Basics Community Ed Class - 6-8pm
14th - Dog Obedience Community Ed Class begins - 6-7pm
15th - AEOA Mobile Office - 1-2pm

21st - Cardmaking Escape Community Ed Class - 10am-4pm
21st - Crystal Bay Township Regular Meeting - 7pm

26th - Community Potluck - 5pm social hour, 6pm dinner, games afterwards
March

5th - Bingo 2-4pm

7th - Scrapbook Escape Community Ed Class - 10am-4pm
10th - 11th - 12th - St Urho Float Workshop 10am - 4pm
13th - Canvas Creations Community Ed Class - 6-8pm

14th - Crystal Bay Township Regular Meeting - 7pm

17th -18th - 19th - St Urho’s 42nd Annual Celebration

21st - Cardmaking Escape Community Ed Class - 10am-4pm
21st - Crystal Bay Township ANNUAL Meeting - 6pm

26th - Community Potluck - 5pm social hour, 6pm dinner, games afterwards

Regular Weekly Activities

Mondays: Radio Controlled
Flying 6-7:30pm & Alcoholics
Anonymous - 7:30-8:30 pm

Tuesdays: Tuesday Talents
Craft Group 8:30am-4pm

CNC Staff Hours 10am-4pm

Wednesdays: Painting Group
- 7-9pm

Thursdays: Youth Open Gym
Night 6-9pm

Fridays: CNC Staff Hours
10am-4pm

Tech Support 1-4pm

All events and activities are
free unless otherwise noted.

A big thanks to the Organic
Consumers
Association
(OCA) and
Wolf Ridge
ELC for help
with printing this newsletter!
OCA has donated printing
and other help many, many
times in the past few years,
and Wolf Ridge has saved us
in a number of printing emer-
gencies!
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Thanks again from all of us
here at Friends of the Finland
Community and the Clair Nel-
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r A | Permaculture Film Series

- . \‘ - -/ | e-a Permaculture is a system of

_ agriculture
- and gar-
dening
that works
with na-

ture, not
/| against it. Want to learn
more? Come to the upcom-
ing Permaculture Film Se-
ries.

Jan 1st, 8th, and 15th from
3:30-6pm

Jan 22nd from 3-5pm
Jan 28th from 3:30-6 pm

Some of you may have noticed our new
displays in the entry hall of the Center.
These show educational info about the re-

newable energy systems and design compo-
nents of the building. The displays were
funded by a grant from the MN DNR’s
Lake Superior Coastal Program, and much
of the work was done by local design spe-
cialist, Pam Melby! Research was done by
students from Carleton College and Wolf
Ridge Naturalists.

Volunteer Opportunity

Are you interested in volun-
teering to help keep the Clair
Nelson Center open and availa-
ble for use? We’re looking for
folks who would be willing to
put in some time at the Center
for a few hours during an even-
ing or maybe during the day so
that the Center will have more

open hours. This can be as Sneak peek at the Beargrease 2017 Fin-
land Checkpoint collectible patch, honor-
ing Nash, Jeff Kings dog that was killed

at last years Iditarod. Dog safety is a

simple as hanging out and us-
ing the internet while monitor-

ng who comes and gocs. Or priority for the Beargrease organizers.

you could start a cornrnunity As usual, the Clair Nelson Center kitchen

activity and invite people in. ([ s e .+ will be serving food while the race passes

We are open to feleas. Planse through Finland Sunday afternoon and

call 218-353-0300. evening and Tuesday during the day.

Stop in and see the race!
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Friends of the Finland Community

PO Box 582
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Finland, MN 55603

Phone: 218-353-0300

Building Manager Nancy Anselment-Olson:
nancy @friendsoffinland.org

Director Honor Schauland:
honor@friendsoffinland.org

Volunteer Coordinator Joyce Yamamoto
joyceyamamotoartist@gmail.com

Youth Program Amy Gardner:
ourkayal@gmail.com

www.friendsoffinland.org

Crystal Bay Township Tidbits

Crystal Bay Township recently purchased a new pickup truck with a plow
to make snowplowing possible during heavy wet snowstorms when the
ground is too soft for the Township’s bigger plowtruck.

The new pickup truck allows Pudgy, Crystal Bay Township Road Superhe-
ro, to plow faster, use less fuel, and go places the big truck can’t reach in

difficult conditions without damaging the roads. It is now even
more important that residents NOT plow snow across
Township roads, particularly when it is wet and slushy.
Compacted wet snow quickly
hardens solid and has the
potential to damage the Township

Remember not to
plow snow across
plow. 5 Township roads!

This is a publication produced in partnership between Crystal Bay Township and Friends of
the Finland Community. If you do not wish to receive future copies of this newsletter, please
call 218-353-0300 and request that your name and address be taken off of our mailing

Pudgy with the new plowiruck ouisidle the list. If you would like to receive this newsletter and other communications electronically in
Township garage. Photo taken by Kaare

Melby

the future, please email honor@friendsoffinland.org and you will be added to our email
list. Our first email version was sent in May of 2014. We also send out a monthly email
newsletter. Thanks for reading!




