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November at the Clair Nelson Center
In this email:

Community Thanksgiving & Remembrance Night: Thursday Nov. 23
Winter Farmers Market! Sunday Nov 19th 12:30pm-2pm

Parents: We Still have Money For Back-to-School Supplies
Youth Night Is Hiring

Soma Yoga Returns - Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:30am-11:30am
Give To The Max Day: November 16th

NSAP Care Connections Group: Monday, Nov 8th, 10am-11am
NSAP Senior Lunch: Monday, Nov 8th, 11:30am-1pm

Regular Township Board Meeting: Public Welcome! Tuesday, Nov 21st, 7pm
Community Potluck - Sunday, Nov 26th, 5pm

Facility Schedule
Other Events This Month

December Dates to Remember
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Community Thanksgiving!
Friends of Finland is happy to announce that we are having Community Thanksgiving 
at the Clair Nelson Center this year! We will provide turkey, mashed potatoes and 
gravy. Anyone who comes is asked to bring a side dish or dessert, or come help with 
the cooking, setup and cleanup. Food is free and all are welcome! Please RSVP to 
218-353-0300 so we know how much food to make and who is able to help with setup 
and cleanup. 

It’s very exciting to be able to have this event again. It was on a long hiatus because 
of COVID and logistical challenges, but now it’s back. This year it will be on Thursday 
November 23rd, with social hour at 3pm, and dinner at 4pm. 

After the meal, anyone who wishes can participate in a Remembrance Night - coming 
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together to honor our community ancestors and loved ones. Folks will gather at the 
Crystal Bay Cemetery at 6pm, bringing candles to the gravesites of loved ones. 
People can bring their own candle lanterns but there will also be some provided. 
Sharing stories and memories is encouraged. 

Friends of Finland gives thanks to YOU, community of Finland, for all that you do for 
us! Come celebrate with us!

Also thanks to Thrivent Action Teams for helping to fund these events!

Remembrance Night
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This year we are working revive a Nordic holiday tradition of coming together as a 
community to honor our loved ones who have passed on. Across Finland (Europe) 
and the Nordic countries there is a tradition of communities coming together sometime 
between November and January and going to the local cemetery to bring candles to 
the graves of loved ones. After discussing this idea with several interested community 
members we have decided to incorporate this practice into our Community 
Thanksgiving!

Before our community Thanksgiving Dinner, we will bring a candle to the Crystal Bay 
Cemetery and extend an invitation to our community ancestors to join us for dinner. 
We will then bring that candle to the community center where folks will be invited to 
light a candle for their loved ones and bring it to their table. After the meal, those who 
want to participate will bring their candles to the Crystal Bay Cemetery to bring their 
candles to loved ones’ graves (there will also be a place to leave candles for folks who 
are not buried in the Crystal Bay Cemetery).

Folks will gather at the Crystal Bay Cemetery at 6pm, bringing candles to the 
gravesites of loved ones. People can bring their own candle lanterns but there will also 
be some provided. The hope is to spend some time there, sharing stories of the folks 
who are no longer with us, and the “good old days” in Finland, MN.

Winter Farmers Market: Sunday, Nov 
19th, 12:30pm-2pm
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Money For Back-to-School Supplies
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Does your family need money for back-to-school supplies? Friends of Finland still has 
funds to help! We are offering $50 per child for school supplies to any family that 
needs it - just ask! Grades K-12 - Whether you go to public school or homeschool, we 
mean you! 

Parents and Guardians: Sign Up Here
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Or contact us at: 218-353-0300 or honor@friendsoffinland.org
Made possible by grant funding. For more information, please contact us.

Youth Night Is Hiring

CLICK HERE TO APPLY

Soma Yoga is Back (In a New Way)
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Well Kim is still out, but many of us still need our Soma Yoga! As a result we have 
continued to hold space on Mondays and Wednesdays (10:30am - 11:30am). Since 
we don’t have a certified instructor at the moment, we have been following videos 
during the class. So please come and join us for an hour of healing and yoga. 

We are also continuing the zoom option for the Soma Yoga group, if you would like to 
join via zoom, click here.

Support Friends of Finland on Give To 
The Max Day!
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Our staff has been working hard build programming and a gathering space that 
creates unity and fills the needs of our community. If you can, please consider making 
a contribution to support our organization and enable us to continue to grow programs 
like this.

Donate Here

NSAP Care Connections Group: Monday, 
Nov 8th, 10am-11am
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NSAP Senior Lunch: Monday, Nov 8th, 
11:30am-1pm
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Regular Township Board Meeting 
Tuesday, Nov. 21st, 7pm

Come to a township meeting: Crystal Bay Township holds regular meetings on the 
third Tuesday of every month at 7pm at the Clair Nelson Center, 6866 Cramer 
Road, Finland, MN, 55603.

Learn More About Crystal Bay Township

Community Potluck - Sunday, Nov. 26th
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Yes, we are having a potluck after Thanksgiving! Bring some of your 
Thanksgiving leftovers to share! 

Join us on the last Sunday of every month at the Clair Nelson Center for a community 
potluck! Invite your friends and bring a dish to share. The November Potluck will be 
Sunday, November 26th. Social hour at 5pm, dinner at 6pm. The November potluck 
does not yet have a host, please let us know if you are able to be the host! If you are 
interested in hosting a potluck, or helping with community potlucks in general, 
please call 218-353-0300 or sign up on the poster at the Clair Nelson Center.

Facility Schedule
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Other Events This Month
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Nov. 19th - Vender Bingo - 3pm-5pm
Nov. 28th - Lake County Hwy Department public mtg. about bridge replacement on 
Cramer Rd (Co. Rd. 7) - 6pm-7pm

December Dates to Remember:
Dec. 2nd - Gluten Free Cookie Party - 1pm-4pm
Dec 6th - NSAP Senior Lunch  -1pm-4pm
Dec 7th - Pikku Joulu - 6pm-9pm

For a listing of regular weekly activities and other updates, see our Facebook page.

If you like what we do, please donate! You can make an online gift here, or mail a 
check to:

Friends of the Finland Community
6866 Cramer Road

PO Box 582
Finland, MN 55603

Copyright (C) 2023 Friends of the Finland Community. All rights reserved.
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